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interests of their states. When Dr. Mowinckel took up the
question at Geneva he could reckon not only on Norway
resigning from the League Council—in which case she would
have had to pay less consideration to the other states on the
Council—but also on his not remaining at the head of the
Government on account of the expected change in the strength
of the respective parties in Norway. He had good grounds for
supposing that after the assembly of the newly elected Parlia-
ment another Norwegian party leader would take over the
reins of government. But now fate willed it that the relative
strength of parties after the elections compelled Dr. Mowinckel
—although his political opponents were stronger than before—
to take upon himself the burden of the Premiership for a further
period. But that meant that in all questions affecting Russo-
Norwegian relations he had to confront the Soviet Government
as chief representative of Norway and all her economic and
political interests. Moscow, as usual, had exploited this situa-
tion for its own ends in masterly fashion. Before it replied to the
letter from the International Red Cross, it asked in Oslo for a
statement to the effect that Dr. MowinckeFs idea of the state
of things in the Soviet Union had been based on information
placed at his disposal by "the other side," and not on his own
personal observations on the spot. It is said that Dr. Mowinc-
keTs statement—which it could not be difficult to extract
from him as Norwegian Foreign Minister and negotiator in all
dealings between his country and the Soviet Union—figured
in Moscow's reply to the International Red Cross as one of the
main planks in its denial of the existence of a famine and
rejection of any offer of help.
These events need no further commentary. But they show
that the strength of men like Fritjof Nansen lay in the fact that
they were never obliged to champion the immediate political
interests of their states.
The failure of Dr. MowinckeTs attempt to get the League
of Nations to act, and the deplorable effects of M. Herriofs

